










between  them  and  the  other  IDs.  First  show  that  they  are  more  relevant  and  that  their  geographical
distribution is more important than those of other recently analysed Italian ID's. The different zones of origin
of agrifood districts and their specialized production is often related to typical or high‐quality products, with a
strong  connection  to  territorial  traditions  and  manufacturing  skills.  These  characteristics  make  agrifood
districts different in some ways from other ID's where the declining  “district effect” has been noted due to the































































several works by  the Bank of  Italy  (with a specific work‐group on Local Development) and
especially the paper by Fabiani S. and Pellegrini G. (1998) and Pellegrini G. (2000) which cove‐































next  sections we will  analyse whether  the  Italian  food  sector  and,  in particular,  the  food










employment was better  in several productive sectors  in the  IDs  in the 1990's. For the food
industry, in the non‐ID areas the workforce fell by 11.2% between 1991 and 1996 but then rose
by 3.4% between 1997 and 2001. In the agrifood  districts the workforce fell by 5.3% between







1.  We will present  some  findings on  the  Italian  agrifood districts  and  food  industry presented  in  the
Chapter 1 “I distretti  in trasformazione: nuovi mercati,  internazionalizzazione e  l’emergere di  leadership”,   by
Giovanni Foresti and Stefano Micelli in I distretti industriali del terzo millennio, Guelpa F. Micelli S., eds., 2007.









products  and  to  be  authentic  have  to  be  closely  linked  to  the  place  of  origin  and  the
“knowledge” of the specific area. Thus these kind of products and the districts where they are






































Sector 1995 2004 
Food and Beverages 133.2 114.6 
Textile 135.6 183.3 
Clothing 86.7 109.2 
Leather & Footwear 246.5 218.3 
Wood 101.9 100.1 
Paper 116.2 114.7 
Print 33.9 34.0 
Oil Products 270.3 248.2 
Chemistry 39.4 47.8 
Rubber 54.7 63.6 
Non Metal Bearing 188.9 118.0 
Tiles 181.0 111.9 
Metals 92.2 124.1 
Metals Products 62.4 63.4 
Mechanical 69.9 71.9 
-instrumental  mechanic 59.5 70.0 
- household electrical appliance 96.4 88.1 
Electrical engineering 45.3 48.2 
Information technology 38.0 12.8 
Electronics 24.0 54.4 
Precision instrument 67.1 214.4 
Glassware 144.2 645.9 
Vehicles 57.6 65.4 
Other means of carrying 134.5 94.6 
Other sectors 186.8 133.7 
-Furniture 295.4 176.9 
-Goldware 50.7 77.8 













vance  of  SMEs  (fewer  than  250  employees),  and    product  specialization  in  a  specific
manufacturing sector (the Ateco classification). The territorial base used to  identify the  IDs
was the “Sistemi locali del lavoro (Local System of Labour)”, (up to now SLL) which clusters the
more  than  two  thousand  Italian municipalities  in 868 SLLs, according  to the  importance of
employment, SMEs and the presence of manufacturing industries.
The 2001 census data was used to identify 156 IDs in Italy, with different agglomerations and

































b)  it does not  consider  the diversity   of  the different  sectors of  the  Italian manufacturing
industry in term of geographical distribution and firm organisation. 
A different methodology was used  to  identify  the  agrifood districts which  gave more  im‐

























agricultural  system of quality”. They did  this  to meet  the  requirements of  the Ministry of
Italy:  AgriFood districts according to  l’ISTAT  
Districts Regionis Municip
alities 










Employees in UL 
manufacturing 
firms 
Cortemilia  Piedmont 18 9.098 857 2.272 123 697
Saluzzo   Piedmont 29 67.429 6.568 22.457 1.000 6.955
Santo Stefano Belbo  Piedmont 5 6.414 623 1.845 89 573
Morbegno  Lombardy 27 51.147 4.430 18.871 637   7.033
Ala   Trentino-A.A. 3 12.567 1.035 4.976 138 1.701
Langhirano  Emilia-R. 7 22.986 2.505 7.868 575 3.427
Lugo  Emilia-R. 9 95.072 8.782 34.036 1.219  12.918
Total districts  2.215 12.591.475 1.180.042 4.929.721 212.410 1.928.602
Italian total    8.101 56.995.744 4.755.636 19.410.556 590.773  4.906.315






































































employees  Total 
Europe 31.8 27.4 40.8 177,096 28.9 28 43.2 202,288 
Northern  35.3 25.1 39.6 5,828 30.1 25.2 44.6 6,923 
Other  38.1 20.8 41.1 2,914 40.2 20.7 39.1 3,194 
North America 28.7 26.8 44.5 26,965 27.1 28.5 44.5 24,098 
Latin America 27.7 22.7 49.6 9,712 25.2 23.2 51.6 7,591 
Middle East 35.0 25.3 39.6 8,146 29.7 26 44.3 10,175 
Central Asia 30.0 25.7 44.3 1,652 30.6 29.7 39.7 2,337 
Eastern Asia 30.2 28.6 41.2 15,689 28.8 26.9 44.3 18,521 
Oceania and others  31.0 27.4 41.7 2,636 31.0 24.2 44.9 3,502 
World 31.4 27.0 41.5 250,638 28.8 27.5 43.6 278,625 
 
2000 2004 
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Year Imports Exports Imports % Exports % 
1999 23,036 15,684 11.1 7.1 
2000 25,078 16,860 9.7 6.5 
2001 25,963 18,202 9.8 6.7 
2002 26,102 19,121 10.0 7.1 
2003 26,680 19,027 10.1 7.2 
2004 27,340 19,478 9.6 6.8 
2005 28,109 20,607 9.1 6.9 
2006 30,261 22,265 8.6 6.7 
2007 31,042 23,693 8,4 6,6 
2008 32,011 25,271 8,8 7,6 
Var %2008/2007 +3.1% +6.7%   
 
Sector 
Millions euro % on
total economy
% yearly change 
rate average 
 2005 2005 2000-2005 
Agrifood 489 1.6 1.4
-Agriculture 79 0.3 2.6
  -Food Industry 410 1.3 1.3
Total economy 30,723 100.0 4.7
 

































%  total economy 
% change Year growth  
rate % 
 2005 2005 2005/04 2000-05 
Agrifood 9,352 6.8 24.0 52.5 
Agriculture 3,433 2.5 -4.9 106.4 
    Food Industry 5,919 4.3 50.5 39.6 











 Sectors 2001 2005 
 Food industry 607 96 16,055 576 116 16.589 
Manufactured industry 4,147 648 109,530 4,767 690 117,223 
 Total economy 12,992 812 205,099 14,416 874 223,670 
 












Collaboration with  foreign enterprises also often  takes  the  form of networking with more
foreign enterprises, with different development objectives. Sometimes participation is aimed
at production  activities  and  some others  are devoted  to marketing  the products”  (Brasili,
Fanfani 2007). 















We  start  from our paper presented  to  the  third  International European Forum  in 2009 ”A
















































non‐district  firms. These  results  seem  to  clearly  identify  a pattern  for  the Parma  and  San
Daniele ham districts, starting from our  previous works with data from 1996 to 1998 in the










































































important transformations  in the economic scenario at national and  international  level and
















ports grew between 1991 and 2004  from 14.3%  to 17.6% of  the exports of  the  total  food
sector, and from 0.6% to 0.9% of the exports of the total Italian manufacturing industry. 
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Web Sites
‐Distretti Industriali Italiani http://www.clubdistretti.it/
‐Istat – National Account http://www.istat.it
 Parma Ham Consortium http://www.prosciuttodiparma.com/consorzio/numeri/
‐San Daniele Ham Consortium
 http://www.prosciuttosandaniele.it/it/approfondimenti_cifre.html
